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The Death of Irene 
TERRI SHANAHAN 
Their mother's room was the very best place to be. 
She had a big, wide bed, a bed wide enough for the three of them and for her and 
big enough for Irene's brothers to jump and try to touch the ceiling without getting 
hurt. At the end of her bed, there was a dresser with a colored television on it. Their 
mother's bottles of perfumes were scattered about on the dresser, mixed with small 
wrapped packages of chocolates. Irene and her brothers would spray her bedroom with 
her perfumes so that it would be like she was there and then they would eat her choco-
lates as they sat in her bed watching the television. 
They all knew that there was nothing to be frightened of, no bogeyman in the dark, 
but on the occasions when Irene was frightened nonetheless, she brought her brothers 
to her mother's room and while they were jumping up and down on the bed, she 
locked the bedroom door and pushed one of the chairs in front of it. Irene imagined 
all kinds of terrible things that could happen to them. She especially worried that 
their stepfather would come back and choke them to death, the same way he had 
when he'd given a chicken bone to their brand new puppy, the one that had been 
a Christmas present from their father. Irene imagined that he would do to them whatever 
he did to the puppy when he locked himself in their mother's room with the puppy, 
even as they sat on the floor outside of the room listening to the whimpery chokes. 
Some time later, when he came out of the room, he told them to go to bed. When 
their mother came home, Irene heard him tell her that the dog was dead because the 
children fed it a chicken bone. 
Their stepfather hated anything that had been their father's, including them. Once 
he married their mother, the very first thing he did was to line up the three of them 
in front of him and he told them from that day on, they were to call him, and no 
one else, daddy. If he caught them calling anyone else daddy, they would spend the 
rest of that day scrubbing walls. They found out later that it also included calling any-
one else father. 
But that stepfather had been dispatched during an argument that Irene and her 
brothers overheard, for they could hardly not overhear it, as their mother shouted 
and carried piles of his clothing and his suits from her bedroom, down the stairs, out 
the front door and into the snowbank. The three of them had watched, from Irene's 
bedroom door, as their mother removed the house key from his key ring and then 
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o d  t h e n  
t h r e w  h i s  k e y  r i n g  o u t  t h e  d o o r  i n t o  t h e  s n o w b a n k  w i t h  h i s  c l o t h e s .  
B e f o r e  h e  l e f t ,  h e  t u r n e d  a n d  s a w  t h e m  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  d o o r w a y  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
s t e p s  a n d  h e  m i g h t  h a v e  y e l l e d  a t  t h e m  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e i r  m o t h e r  t o l d  h i m  t o  l e a v e  
a n d  h e  s t e p p e d  a w a y ,  o u t  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  t h e n  h e  w a l k e d  a w a y ,  d o w n  
t h e  s t r e e t ,  w i t h o u t  h i s  c l o t h e s  o r  h i s  c a r ,  a n d  h e  w a s  g o n e .  
T h e n  t h e y  h a d  t h e i r  m o t h e r  a l l  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n .  S h e  w a s  t h e i r s .  S h e  e v e n  p r o m i s e d  
t h e m  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  s t o p  w o r k i n g  n i g h t s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  s h e  d i d n ' t  
l i k e  n o t  b e i n g  w i t h  t h e m  a t  n i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e y  w e n t  t o  b e d .  S h e  w a n t e d  t o  h a v e  d i n -
n e r s  w i t h  t h e m  m o r e  o f t e n ,  t o  t e l l  t h e m  b e d t i m e  s t o r i e s ,  a n d  t o  t u c k  t h e m  i n .  S h e  
w o u l d  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  i f  i t  c a m e  t o  t h a t ,  a n d  g o  i n t o  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e .  
B u t  a f t e r  s i x  m o n t h s ,  I r e n e  a n d  h e r  b r o t h e r s  s t o p p e d  b e l i e v i n g  h e r ,  b e c o m i n g  a w a r e ,  
w i t h  g r e a t  a l a r m ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  n e w  s t e p f a t h e r .  H e  l i v e d  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  
a  m i l e  d o w n  t h e  b e a c h  f r o m  t h e m  a n d  j o g g e d  b e s i d e  t h e  w a t e r  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  p a s t  
t h e i r  h o u s e .  O n e  m o r n i n g  h e  h e l p e d  h e r  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r s  b u i l d  a  s a n d  c a s t l e  a n d  t h e n  
h e  m e t  t h e i r  m o t h e r  w h e n  s h e  w a n d e r e d  d o w n  t o  t h e  b e a c h ,  b a r e f o o t ,  w e a r i n g  r o l l e d  
u p  b l u e  j e a n s .  T h e n  h e  w a s  t h e r e  a l l  o f  t h e  t i m e  e v e r y  w e e k e n d ,  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e y  w e n t  
t o  s l e e p .  T h e y  w a t c h e d  h i m  w i t h  g r e a t  s u s p i c i o n  b e c a u s e  h e  r a n  d o w n  t h e  s a n d  d u n e s  
a n d  s w a m  f a r  o u t  i n t o  t h e  o c e a n  w i t h  t h e m .  I t  t o o k  s o m e  m e n  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e y  
t r i e d  t o  w i n  t h e i r  m o t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e m .  B u t  t h i s  o n e  d i d  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  f i r s t  d a y  o n  
t h e  b e a c h  a n d  I r e n e  k n e w  t h a t  h e  w a s  t r o u b l e .  
H e r  a l a r m  g r e w  a s  s h e  w a t c h e d  h e r  b r o t h e r s ,  o n e  a n d  t h e n  t h e  o t h e r ,  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  
p l a c e s  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  j o i n  h i m  i n  h i s  g a m e s .  B u t  h e  n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  w i n  
h e r  a n d  t h a t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  w h a t  w o n  h e r  i n  t h e  e n d .  I r e n e  w a s  f o u r t e e n  b y  t h e n ,  a n d  
h a d  b e c o m e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  S h e  e v e n  n o t i c e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  h e  w h o  f i n a l l y  
c o n v i n c e d  h e r  m o t h e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  h o s p i t a l  a n d  t o  o p e n  h e r  o w n  o f f i c e  i n  a  b u i l d i n g  
n o t  f a r  f r o m  t h e i r  h~me. 
T h e n  t h e i r  m o t h e r  w a s  a t  h o m e  n i g h t s ,  o r  i f  s h e  w a s n ' t ,  i t  w a s  b e c a u s e  s h e  w a s  w i t h  
h i m .  B u t  I r e n e  n e v e r  g o t  o v e r  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e y  h a d n ' t  r e a l l y  w o n  t h e i r  m o t h e r  
b a c k .  W h e n  s h e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  i t ,  s h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  h e  h a d  w o n  t h e i r  m o t h e r .  A n d  
s h e  f e l t  v a g u e l y  d i s c o n t e n t e d  w h e n  s h e  w a s  f i f t e e n  a n d  t h e i r  m o t h e r  m a r r i e d  h i m  a n d  
h e  a d o p t e d  b o t h  o f  h e r  l i t t l e  b r o t h e r s .  
H e r  d i s c o n t e n t  g r e w  w h e n  s h e  m o v e d  i n t o  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  h o u s e .  H e r  s t e p b r o t h e r s  a n d  
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stepsister had changed the house by bringing so many of their things into it and they 
had changed her father, too, by making him more interested in them than he was 
in Irene. And they were far less obedient to her than her brothers were even though 
she was still the oldest. 
But even her little brothers were less obedient to her when she returned to her mother's 
house on the beach. In the year that Irene had been gone, they had fallen into other 
habits, mostly habits that belonged to the stepfather, who had, of course, changed 
since he had married their mother and become less interested in their activities. He 
no longer swam out into the ocean with them and no longer played on the beach. 
It was his house and while he lived in it, they played by his rules and in his ways. 
Irene turned to her mother, looking for her in the shadows, finding her, inevitably, 
in her room, sitting at her dressing table in front of her mirror. Irene would sit on 
the edge of her mother's bed so that her mother could see her over her shoulder in 
the mirror. Her mother chattered about her patients, about her friends, about the 
stepfather. Sometimes her mother would ask her questions, about school, about her 
friends, but Irene never knew what to say and so she said nothing. Whenever her 
mother's tongue paused, she would try to catch Irene's eyes in the mirror and failing 
that, she would go back to her incessant chattering and clicking sounds: those sounds 
which represent language between mother and daughter. 
Irene watched her mother as she progressed through one bottle on her dressing table 
after another, as the lines of tiredness disappeared from her face and then the lines 
of age around her eyes also disappeared. 
When Irene looked in the mirror to see her own reflection beside her mother's, what 
she saw did not please her. She looked a great deal like her mother: they had the 
same overlarge eyes and mouths, the same lips and noses. Their faces were exactly 
the same except that her mother's was thinner and much prettier when she finished 
blending the colors of makeup into her skin, over her eyes, on her lips and cheeks. 
They even had the same shiny black hair; even though Irene's was longer and fell 
over her shoulders, it was the same texture, the same color, the same hair. 
But Irene was much taller than her mother and that pleased her because she wanted 
to look like herself. And Irene wore blue jeans, which her mother never did anymore, 
and the large silk T-shirts her mother was always buying for her. Irene would stretch 
out her long legs on the bed in front of her and watch her mother as she chose a 
dress to wear from her closet. As she carelessly dropped her robe on the floor beside 
her feet, her mother always seemed to know exactly which dress she would wear from 
70 
the line o 
the way t 
herself. Bt 
before she 
close." Ire1 
she also l1 
Irene st: 
that she s1 
she discm 
mind agai 
careful, b1 
her mind. 
liked the 
It was o 
up to her 
rally inve~ 
Irene lyin 
This alE 
After th 
knew wer, 
pants on, 
as well. Ire 
stepfather 
taken the 
It turne 
father wo1 
hands of 
somewha1 
father's be 
who was 
During 
ered seve1 
They fille< 
-from t1 
But it waE 
l t  a n d  t h e y  
. a n  h e  w a s  
· e n  t h o u g h  
e r  m o t h e r ' s  
i n t o  o t h e r  
e ,  c h a n g e d  
t i v i t i e s .  H e  
t h e  b e a c h .  
1  h i s  w a y s .  
i n e v i t a b l y ,  
) u l d  s i t  o n  
h o u l d e r  i n  
a b o u t  t h e  
a b o u t  h e r  
e n e v e r  h e r  
a n d  f a i l i n g  
o s e  s o u n d s  
~ssing t a b l e  
n  t h e  l i n e s  
h e r ' s ,  w h a t  
~Y h a d  t h e  
e r e  e x a c t l y  
h e  f i n i s h e d  
n d  c h e e k s .  
: e r  a n d  f e l l  
a i r .  
> h e  w a n t e d  
1  a n y m o r e ,  
u l d  s t r e t c h  
h e  c h o s e  a  
l o o r  b e s i d e  
w e a r  f r o m  
t h e  l i n e  o f  d r e s s e s  i n  h e r  c l o s e t .  I r e n e  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  l i n e s  o n  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  b o d y ,  a t  
t h e  w a y  t h e  f o l d s  o f  f l e s h  h a d  l o o s e n e d ,  b e f o r e  h e r  m o t h e r  f a s t e n e d  a  d r e s s  a r o u n d  
h e r s e l f .  B u t  t h e n  h e r  m o t h e r  w o u l d  s a y  s h e  h a d  t o  l e a v e ,  k i s s i n g  I r e n e  o n  t h e  f o r e h e a d  
b e f o r e  s h e  w e n t  o u t  o f  t h e  r o o m ,  t e l l i n g  I r e n e  h o w  h a p p y  s h e  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  " s o  
c l o s e . "  I r e n e  w o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  r o o m ,  l o o k i n g  a t  h e r s e l f  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  b e f o r e  
s h e  a l s o  l e f t ,  q u i e t l y  c l o s i n g  t h e  d o o r  b e h i n d  h e r .  
I r e n e  s t a r t e d  d a t i n g  b o y s  w h e n  s h e  w a s  s i x t e e n  a n d  t h a t  w a s  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  
t h a t  s h e  s t a r t e d  s l e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e m .  A t  f i r s t ,  s h e  t h o u g h t ,  " I s  t h a t  a l l ? "  B u t  e v e n t u a l l y  
s h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  e v e r y  b o y  d i d  i t  d i f f e r e n t l y .  A f t e r  m o r e  p r a c t i c e ,  s h e  c h a n g e d  h e r  
m i n d  a g a i n .  M o s t  b o y s  d i d  i t  t h e  s a m e  w a y .  S o m e  w e r e  n e r v o u s  a n d  s o m e  w e r e  t o o  
c a r e f u l ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  w e r e  i n  a  h u r r y ,  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  a f r a i d  s h e  w o u l d  c h a n g e  
h e r  m i n d .  B u t  t h e r e  w e r e  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  d a w d l e r s  a n d  t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  b o y s  w h o  I r e n e  
l i k e d  t h e  b e s t .  
I t  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  d a w d l e r s  w h o  f i n a l l y  g o t  h e r  i n t o  t r o u b l e .  S h e  h a d  b r o u g h t  h i m  
u p  t o  h e r  r o o m  a n d  w h e n  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r  c a m e  h o m e  e a r l y ,  h e  h e a r d  n o i s e s  a n d  n a t u -
r a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  A n d  w h a t  h e  s a w  u p s e t  h i m  a  g r e a t  d e a l  b e c a u s e  w h a t  h e  s a w  w a s  
I r e n e  l y i n g  n a k e d  o n  h e r  b e d  h o l d i n g  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  b o y  b e t w e e n  h e r  l e g s .  
T h i s  a l s o  u p s e t  h e r  m o t h e r  a  g r e a t  d e a l .  
A f t e r  t h e  s t e p f a t h e r  d i s p a t c h e d  t h e  y o u n g  b o y ,  h u r l i n g  t h r e a t s ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  I r e n e  
k n e w  w e r e n ' t  p o s s i b l e  a n y w a y ,  a n d  t h e  b o y  h a d  r u n  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  s t i l l  p u l l i n g  h i s  
p a n t s  o n ,  t h e  s t e p f a t h e r  c o n t i n u e d  m a k i n g  t h r e a t s  t o  I r e n e .  T h o s e  t h r e a t s  s h e  d o u b t e d  
a s  w e l l .  I r e n e  h a d n ' t  f e l t  e v e n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  m o v e  o r  t o  d r e s s  h e r s e l f .  T h e  
s t e p f a t h e r  h a d  b e e n  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  h e r  b e d  w h e n  h e  h a d ,  s o m e w h a t  a b r u p t l y ,  
t a k e n  t h e  b o y ' s  p l a c e .  
I t  t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  I r e n e  w a s  a  s c r e a m e r ,  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  n e i t h e r  s h e  n o r  h e r  s t e p -
f a t h e r  w o u l d  h a v e  p r e d i c t e d .  B u t  o f  e v e n  l a r g e r  s u r p r i s e  t o  I r e n e  t h a n  e v e n  t h e  c a r e f u l  
h a n d s  o f  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r ,  w a s  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  h e r  m o t h e r  w h e n  s h e  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e m  
s o m e w h a t  l a t e r ,  t a n g l e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  I r e n e ' s  b e d ,  I r e n e ' s  l e g s  w r a p p e d  a r o u n d  h e r  s t e p -
f a t h e r ' s  b o d y .  H e r  m o t h e r ' s  r e a c t i o n  s u r p r i s e d  I r e n e  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s n ' t  t h e  s t e p f a t h e r  
w h o  w a s  s e n t  a w a y ,  i t  w a s  I r e n e .  
D u r i n g  h e r  s e v e n t e e n t h  y e a r ,  t h e  y e a r  I r e n e  s p e n t  a t  t h e  a l l  g i r l s '  s c h o o l ,  s h e  d i s c o v -
e r e d  s e v e r a l  o f  h e r  m a l e  i n s t r u c t o r s  h a d  n e a r l y  t h e  s a m e  a b i l i t i e s  a s  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r .  
T h e y  f i l l e d  i n  t h e  m i s s i n g  p a r t s  o f  I r e n e ' s  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h a t  l a r g e  g r e y  a r e a  o f  i n e x p e r i e n c e  
- f r o m  t h e  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  b o y s  w h o  I r e n e  b r o u g h t  h o m e  t o  t h o s e  o f  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r .  
B u t  i t  w a s  w h i l e  s h e  w a s  l y i n g  i n  t h e  a r m s  o f  o n e  o f  t h e m  t h a t  I r e n e  b e g a n  t o  w o n d e r  
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what it was all about. Yes, she went back to her question: "Is that all?" 
It occurred to her later that probably it hadn't been a surprise to anyone that she 
left without leaving a note. And even if anyone had been looking for her, which she 
doubted, Irene guessed that they would probably have looked somewhere in Europe. 
But it hadn't even occurred to her to go to Europe. It hadn't occurred to her to go 
anywhere in particular, only to leave. The first plane departing the evening she left 
her last male instructor was flying to the Bahamian islands and that was where she went. 
The water intrigued Irene. Its immensity, its strength. She liked to lie at the very 
edge of the shore with her legs in the surf, absolutely still as the water crashed over 
her, as the sand ran down her legs and back into the ocean only to begin all over 
again. Irene also liked to swim far out into the ocean, until she couldn't see the islands 
anymore, until she could only see a horizon of water. She liked to float on her back 
and watch the gulls in the sky, to feel the minnows tickling her body like millions 
of little pinpricks. But most of all, Irene liked to feel that she was the only person 
on earth, that she never had to swim back to shore again, never needed air to breathe 
again, never needed land to step on again. 
Irene learned to play blackjack in the casinos on the islands and she won a lot of 
money and lost it but then she won more. She sat on the high bar stool at the table, 
noticing that the other people always looked worried when they played. But nothing 
bothered Irene. She was a reckless player and she played every hand she was dealt 
even as she watched the others drop out, too worried to play. Irene was always per-
fectly happy when the other players dropped out because then all of the cards were 
for her. It was always less complicated to play alone because the house never gasped 
when she bet it all. 
It wasn't long after her arrival that Irene learned to play with the natives. At first, 
she had mostly been interested in their size, but after awhile, even that ceased to impress 
her. What impressed Irene was the fleeting nature of their affection. The ability to 
be precisely there in her bed, absolutely, without the slightest distraction and then, 
by morning, be gone, equally absolutely, without a trace. 
Except for their sperm. Irene would find it in her sheets and all over her body, even 
in her hair. One time, she even found it on the wall. Long after she had ceased to 
be surprised by their size, Irene had continued to be surprised by the number of times 
they could do it in one night. Most of the men that she met loved to play games in 
bed. One time, Irene woke and found her hands tied behind her back and her legs 
tied to the bedposts and even though the room was dark, she knew that she was alone. 
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S h e  h a d  b e e n  c o n s i d e r i n g  h e r  o p t i o n s ,  n o t  h a v i n g  a n y t h i n g  b e t t e r  t o  d o  u n d e r  t h e  
c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w h e n  h e r  e r r a n t  l o v e r  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d .  
I r e n e  w a s  p l e a s e d  b y  h e r  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t w o  m e n .  T h e y  l i t  a l l  o f  t h e  c a n d l e s  
i n  h e r  r o o m  a n d  c a r e f u l l y  p l a c e d  t h e m  o n  t h e  f l o o r  a r o u n d  h e r  b e d  a n d  t h a t  h a d  
p l e a s e d  h e r  t o o ,  t h e  b l a c k n e s s  i n  t h e  r o o m ,  t h e  f l i c k e r i n g  o f  t h e  c a n d l e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
w a l l s  a n d  o n  t h e i r  f a c e s .  T h e y  h a d  t r a i t s  c o m m o n  t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  m e n  I r e n e  m e t  o n  
t h e  i s l a n d s .  T h e y  d i d n ' t  k i s s  h e r ,  a s  I r e n e  t w i s t e d  a n d  t u g g e d  a g a i n s t  h e r  b o n d s ,  t h e y  
l i c k e d  h e r .  O n e  o f  t h e  m e n  h a d  a  l o t  t o  s a y ,  h e  c a l l e d  h e r  n a m e s  i n  s e v e r a l  l a n g u a g e s ,  
s o m e  o f  w h i c h  I r e n e  k n e w ,  a n d  h e  s c r a t c h e d  a t  h e r  b r e a s t s  a n d  p i n c h e d  h e r  n i p p l e s  
u n t i l  I r e n e  t r i e d  t o  b i t e  o n e  o f  h i s  h a n d s  a n d  h e  p u t  h i s  f i n g e r s  i n  h e r  m o u t h  a n d  
b i t  h e r  e a r  e v e r y  t i m e  s h e  b i t  h i s  f i n g e r s ,  l a u g h i n g  a t  h e r .  T h e y  t o o k  t u r n s  w i t h  I r e n e ,  
w h o  w a t c h e d  t h e m ,  e a c h  i n  t h e i r  t u r n ,  w a t c h e d  t h e i r  f a c e s  i n  t h e  c a n d l e l i g h t  a s  t h e y  
l a u g h e d ,  t h e  c a n d l e s  c a s t i n g  l i g h t  o n  t h e i r  t e e t h  a n d  t h e  h u g e  w h i t e n e s s  o f  t h e i r  e y e s .  
T h e y  l o o s e n e d  h e r  b o n d s  b e f o r e  t h e y  l e f t  a n d  l i c k e d  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  h e r  b o d y  a s  s h e  
f e l l  a s l e e p ,  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e i r  s i n g - s o n g  v o i c e s .  I r e n e  s l e p t  e a s i l y  a n d  d e e p l y .  
A n d  t h e n ,  w h e n  s h e  w a s  n i n e t e e n ,  I r e n e  d r o w n e d .  
S h e  a w o k e  o n e  m o r n i n g  a n d  r a n  o u t  o f  h e r  h o t e l  r o o m ,  n a k e d ,  h e r  l o n g  l e g s  r u n -
n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  b r i c k  c o u r t y a r d ,  p a s t  t h e  p o o l  a n d  t h e  b a r ,  a c r o s s  t h e  l o n g  h o t  s a n d y  
b e a c h ,  k i c k i n g  t h e  s a n d  b e h i n d  h e r ,  d i g g i n g  h e r  t o e s .  S h e  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  h e r  a r m s  a s  
s h e  n e a r e d  t h e  w a t e r ,  o p e n i n g  h e r  f i n g e r s ,  c a t c h i n g  t h e  s k y  i n  h e r  h a n d s .  I r e n e  c r a s h e d  
i n t o  t h e  h i g h  w a v e s ,  s p l a s h i n g  a n d  l a u g h i n g .  W h e n  t h e  w a t e r  b e g a n  t o  s l o w  h e r  l e g s ,  
s h e  d o v e  i n t o  t h e  o c e a n  a n d  s w a m  l o n g ,  d e e p  s t r o k e s  u n t i l  s h e  w a s  o u t  o f  s i g h t  o f  
t h e  i s l a n d .  S h e  r o l l e d  o v e r  a n d  f l o a t e d  o n  h e r  b a c k ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e  g u l l s  i n  t h e  s k y ,  
l e t t i n g  h e r s e l f  d r i f t  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t .  A n d  t h e n  s h e  w a t c h e d  t h e  s k y  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a t e r  
a s  o n e  w a v e  a n d  t h e n  a n o t h e r  c r a s h e d  a b o v e  h e r .  
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